
THE CURRICULUM

The course of study, or curriculum, at LCS provides the central avenue by which students are led to Biblical wisdom.  Ours differs from a non-Christian school in at least three major respects, including:

1. The curriculum in this school reflects and displays God's dynamic design for the universe.  All subjects must be understood, not simply as cultural products or human inventions, but as determined by God's work of creation.  It is our intent to open eyes and minds and hearts, not merely to an understanding of the world as described in textbooks, but also to the marvelous plan and design of God's creation.

2.
The curriculum at LCS emphasizes divinely-ordained interrelatedness.  The Lord did not create a chaotic, disjointed world.  On the contrary, the universe, even after the Fall, continues to display astounding coherence and harmony. Since the components of the curriculum focus on dimensions of one coherent, God-ordained universe, we attempt to help our students become sensitive to the wonderful unity and diversity in God's creation.

3.
The LCS curriculum is designed to prepare students for wisdom.  The primary reason for teaching subjects and skills is not to mold students into solid citizens or prepare them for successful careers, important as these goals may be.  Rather, this Christian school seeks to develop wise and responsible disciples of Jesus Christ.  Students will sense God's order, design, and presence and they will learn and gain a better understanding of God’s plan and what to do to counteract the forces of sin and evil. 

Reading, writing, literature, mathematics, social studies, science, Bible, penmanship, health, music, art and physical education are all part of the regular academic program.  In addition, there are field trips for all students, and a number of electives for the upper elementary/junior high students, including: choir, band, computers, drama, home economics, foreign language, study skills, etc.

PRESCHSCHOOL AND PREKINDERGARTEN

Preschool and Pre-kindergarten classes are taught with emphasis on God’s gifts. Each week the children are presented with a theme for the week. For example: God’s gift of families, God’s gift of creation, God’s gift of winter, God’s gift of the Bible and God’s gift of animals.  The themes include stories, songs and art projects to go along with each weekly theme.  Our purpose is to meet the needs of each child in a loving, caring atmosphere.  It is important for the children to learn new things by allowing them to actively participate in a variety of activities.

Preschool:
Our focus in Preschool is social skills and for the children to experience a nurturing classroom where they play together as they learn.  Some daily activities include art, music, story time and gym time or playground.



Children are introduced to colors, shapes, letters and numbers.

Pre-Kindergarten:
Curriculum – Handwriting Without Tears workbook

· Abeka Language Development 

Emphasis is on social skills and readiness skills for kindergarten.

The children are introduced to the days of the week, months of the year, seasons, colors, shapes, numbers, recognizing and printing letters, cutting with scissors and many daily hands-on activities.

LANGUAGE ARTS


The Language Arts Curriculum develops in each student a workable knowledge of grammar applicable to the areas of communication. Spelling, vocabulary, and grammar skills will be integrated into written and oral forms of communication. The desired outcome is for each student to develop into an effective, accurate and skillful communicator.

4-Block Literacy Model


Kindergarten: 

Alpha One, New Dimensions in Education



Handwriting: Zaner-Bloser Handwriting, 2003

1st Grade:
English: Language Arts, Macmillan/McGraw-Hill, 2001



Handwriting: Zaner-Bloser Handwriting, 2003


2nd Grade:

English: Language Arts, Macmillan/McGraw-Hill, 2001, supplementary materials – Write Away Great Source Ed. Group 2002



Spelling: Everyday Spelling Addison Wesley 2000


Handwriting: Zaner-Bloser Handwriting, 2003

3rd Grade:

English: Language Arts, Macmillan/McGraw-Hill, 2001



Writing Mini-Lessons for 3rd Grade, Carson-Dellosa 2002



Spelling: Everyday Spelling Addison Wesley 2000



Handwriting: Zaner-Bloser Handwriting, 2003


4th Grade:

English Language Arts, Macmillan/McGraw-Hill, 2001, Supplementary materials – Write Away Great Source Ed. Group 2002



Spelling: Spelling, Scott Foresman 1988



Handwriting: Zaner-Bloser Handwriting, 2003


5th Grade:

English: Language Arts, Macmillan/McGraw-Hill, 2001


Spelling: Spelling, Scott Foresman 1988



Handwriting: Zaner-Bloser Handwriting, 2003


6th Grade:

English: Barrett Kendall English: Language Handbook


Spelling and Vocabulary: Various Word Lists are used including Greek and Latin roots lists, and frequently misspelled words, homophones, and challenging words.

7th & 8th Grade:
Grammar: Various resources are utilized.
Spelling and Vocabulary: Various Word Lists are used including Greek and Latin roots lists, and frequently misspelled words, homophones, and challenging words.


READING

The Reading Curriculum at L.C.S. develops in each student a desire to learn more about himself, others, God, and God's creation through reading. Emphasis is placed on decoding skills, comprehension skills, vocabulary development, and an exposure to various types of literature. Literature will develop critical thinking, analysis and synthesis skills in each student.

4-Block Literacy Model

Kg/1st, 2nd Grades:

Macmillan McGraw Hill 2008 (This series includes basal readers, workbooks, shared literature collections and big books.  The emphasis is on a language approach that integrates writing as well as phonics.)


3rd Grade:
A World of Literature, CSI, 1995




Various novels


4th Grade:
A World of Literature, CSI, 1995



Trade Books – Novels for individual reading and group study


5th Grade:
A World of Literature, CSI, 1995

6th Grade:
Literature (Copper Level), Prentice Hall 1991



Star Flight, Scott Foresman 1983


7th Grade:
Literature (Bronze Level), Prentice Hall 1991



Soundings: Nothing Ever Happens, Wm. Eerdmans Publ. 1976


8th Grade:
Literature (Copper Level), Prentice Hall 1991



Soundings: Voyage, Wm. Eerdmans Publ. 1976

PHONICS

4-Block Literacy Model 


Kindergarten:
Alpha One, New Dimensions in Education

1st, 2nd, 3rd Grades:

Working with Words; Phonics They Use

MATH

At Lafayette Christian School mathematical concepts are taught that lay the foundation for higher levels of math study. Students learn mathematical operations and problem solving skills by understanding basic math concepts and number properties, and by integrating of these operations into a mathematical philosophy. Mathematical concepts will be introduced, developed, and mastered through student involvement with manipulatives and other hands-on 

activities. Students will apply mathematical skills to real life situations; developing the understanding that math is essential in daily life.  God has created a world of order, and math reflects that order; this is the philosophical basis of the math curriculum.


Kg - 6th Grades:
Everyday Mathematics, Wright Group/McGraw-Hill, 2004


7th Grade:
Pre-Algebra, Glencoe 2005


8th Grade:
UCSMP Algebra, Scott Foresman 1998




Algebra Addison Wesley 2005

SCIENCE

Science is the study of our world and universe, created by God as sovereign creator and sustainer of all things. The aim of science is to discover God’s created order in the complexities of the different areas of scientific study. The life sciences, physical sciences, and earth sciences are studied throughout the curriculum at each grade level.  These various aspects of science, as well as math, are integrated in the world where a God-created, systematic order is evidenced.

Students’ natural curiosity of the universe and self is a starting point for the development of scientific knowledge and inquiry, and higher-level problem solving. A main focus of teacher-directed instruction is the further nurturing of this natural curiosity, so that the student develops a thrust to understand science more deeply and to seek the answers to questions.  This search for answers leads us to a better understanding of the greatness of God.

Science is taught in a manner that actively engages students in the learning process.  Observing, experiencing, experimenting are essential components in a science curriculum.  Learning a basic understanding of science facts and concepts leads to the application of that knowledge in problem solving. Students develop an awareness of the interdependent nature of the sciences and study examples of the overlapping relationships among the sciences.  Thematic units in the primary grades provide an environment where students learn not only how the sciences are 

related, but also how science is related to language arts, social studies, mathematics, and the arts.  Students understand the need for communications skills in the scientific field.  Mathematics helps us understand the order in science and also is used as a tool in understanding science. Social studies course help us to gain insights into how science affects people and their lives.  The arts help us to see the beauty in God’s creation. 

Scientific questions and problems are approached with moral and ethical considerations in light of Biblical scripture. Students learn to discern issues of science that are in conflict with Biblical truth. Exposing students to secular viewpoints and theories of science provide the opportunity to assist students in their response in light of scripture and a Christian worldview. Students are taught that science is the working of God’s design of His creation.


Kg – 2nd Grade:
Real Science, SRA 2000


3rd - 5th Grade: 
Science, Scott Foresman, 2008

4th –5th Grade:
Science, Scott Forseman, 2008


6th –8th Grade:
McDougal Littell Science, McDougal Littell 2005
SOCIAL STUDIES
The social studies curriculum at L.C.S. teaches students to make Godly decisions while preparing them to develop an interest and respect for other peoples, cultures, and ways of life. When we study past and present societies, we discover how God has implemented His will in the lives of people and the societies in which they live. It is our responsibility to strive toward the redemption of society according to God's original purpose for His creation.


Kg:
Handouts


1st Grade:
People and Neighborhoods, Macmillan/McGraw Hill 1995.


2nd Grade:
Neighborhoods And Communities, Macmillan/McGraw Hill 1995.


3rd Grade:
Communities Around Us, Silver Burdett 1997



Storypaths, Everyday Learning Corp. 1997 (various)


4th Grade:
This is My Country, Houghton Mifflin 1994



Indiana, Houghton Mifflin 1994


5th Grade:
America Will Be, Houghton Mifflin 1994


6th Grade:
World Cultures and Geography Western Hemisphere, McDougal Littell 2002


7th Grade:
World Cultures and Geography, Eastern Hemisphere, McDougal Littell 2002


8th Grade:
American History, McDougal Littell 2007
BIBLE

The Bible Curriculum at L.C.S. teaches students the stories and truths of the Bible as the inspired word of God.  Emphasis will be placed on student application of Biblical principles to their lives and the personal nature of the Bible's message to each one of us.  Students will learn that they can make a positive influence on the world by sharing the truth of Christ and actively living a Christ-like life for the world to see.


Kindergarten:
Bible Story Materials from CSI


1st Grade:
God’s Plan: The Story of God and His People, CSI 1989


2nd Grade:
Truth Works, World Bridge Press



God’s Promises: The Story of God and His People, CSI 1989


3rd Grade:
Calling of God's Tribe, CSI 1989


4th Grade:
Record of God’s Nation, CSI 1989



5th Grade:
Witnesses to the Gospel, CSI 1989


6th Grade:
The House of Israel, CSI 1989


7th Grade:
The Story of God and His People, The Day of the Lord, CSI 1989


8th Grade:
A Light to the Gentiles, CSI 1989



The Hiding Place, Corrie ten Boom



Peace Child, Don Richardson

The Bible, Focus on The Acts of the Apostles and several New Testament letters

MUSIC COURSES OFFERED AT LCS

GENERAL MUSIC

K:
General Music instruction is provided once per week. 
1-5:   General Music instruction is provided twice per week. The curriculum develops aural skills, an understanding of music theory and form, and an appreciation of music through the study of music's historical development. Performance opportunities are provided vocally and instrumentally in class and school performances.  The importance of music as a means of worshipping God is instilled through students' participation in devotions and chapels. Grade 3 and 4 students are taught to play the recorder to develop music reading skills and as an introduction to the beginning band program. Share the Music, McMillan / McGraw-Hill is used as a curricular resource.
MUSIC APPRECIATION

6 – 8:

Music Appreciation covers music’s historical development, musical genres and styles, music theory and basic composition, and musical listening skills. This course is provided for students who are not members of the concert choir. The course’s textbook is Music! Its Role and Importance In Our Lives, Glencoe, 2006. Students are given opportunities to develop their understanding of music’s involvement in our lives and music’s role in worship to God. 
CHOIR
6 - 8:

A Concert Choir is provided for students at this level. Students must complete an audition to be a member of this group. Performances are planned within the school as well as in the community throughout the school year. The choir normally participates in the state music festival in the spring. 3-part vocal music from various genres and styles will be rehearsed and performed.  Emphasis is placed on vocal and aural musical development, musicianship as a singer, and the attainment of excellence in choral performance.
BAND
5:

Beginning Band - Students are given an opportunity to learn a band instrument in this beginning level class. Music reading skills and the technical skills needed for their instrument are taught and developed. Performances and participation in solo music festivals aid in the development of playing skills and musicianship.
6-8:
Concert Band - A variety of musical selections are rehearsed and performed while developing each student's musical ability and technical skills on their instrument.  Performances are given throughout the school year, as well as opportunities for participation in solo & ensemble contest. The band participates in a music festival in the spring.

 ART

Art instruction is provided once per week. Enriching students’ lives and encouraging them to appreciate the beauty of God’s world is the ultimate goal. The art curriculum provides students with opportunities to express their uniqueness and creativity.  Art elements (line, shape, color, pattern, texture, form, value) are taught using a variety of mediums and techniques.  Students are exposed to several artistic styles, artists and famous artwork to gain an appreciation of art history. Students’ work is displayed throughout the school.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The Physical Education Curriculum at L.C.S. encourages students to develop a lifestyle of being physically fit so that they can more vigorously serve God.  Physical skills are developed and integrated with organized physical activities, sports, and games. Students will gain an understanding of developing the bodies that God has given them. The building of a Christian attitude toward sportsmanship and teamwork will be emphasized in the curriculum. Physical Education classes meet twice per week.  

The following resources are used in the curriculum:



Alphabet Games, CSI


Physical Education 3-6:Fitness and Proficiency, CSI 1983 



Self-Respect through Health and Fitness, CSI 



Education through Motor Proficiency, CSI
JUNIOR HIGH ELECTIVES

These semester elective courses are taught to students in grades 7 and 8.  They meet twice per week and include such offerings as Art, Drama, French, Spanish, Family Management, Computer Programs, Hand Bells, Guitar, and Vocal Ensemble. 

SCHOOL-WIDE ENRICHMENT
In order to enhance a broad education for our students, LCS provides a program on a four-year cycle that emphasizes a different aspect of the curriculum each year:

(1)
Creative Arts Week (visual and performing arts)

(2)
Awesome Authors' Week (literature)

(3) Culture Fair (social studies and Bible)

(4) Science Fair (science)

LIBRARY
The LCS library and librarian are available to serve our students beyond the books and materials often available in the classroom.  Beginning with first grade, each student has a weekly library time, either for checking out books or being read to by the librarian.  Our collection contains books intended to inform, entertain, and teach, with every effort made to omit books, which are inconsistent with the LCS mission.  Upon request, the librarian also provides teachers with additional materials for use in classrooms for reports or study units.

